Welcome to Calvary Church,
Brighton

DOD
Today 18th February 2018 - speaker Philip Wells, Full-time Elder.

This morning - " the city of 60d and its future"




What would you write

When life as we know it has completely collapsed?

When the world order is shaken ... the stock market collapse
look like a tiny wobble

When the Christian consensus seems to be on the losing side
When Christians are suffering

= how??

= ac‘rually: sack of Rome 410 by the Visigoths

~ Augustine (pastor of a seedy seasi
. 6od" - Chr'ISTICln Clasg»lc

_-__-f;,;ear‘fs cmd lron m Thelr" 'bloo-

And where did he ge: w+his ide a‘éfrom” Ans (par"r) Isanah




Plan

1. the judgment on City - leaders and people
- (3:1-15) e
2. the judgment on the City - the daughter of




The original audience

"Judah and Jerusalem in time of Kings
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah" 1:1

N.B. Jerusalem aka Zion

City of nation = God's chosen (by grace)
nation, redeemed from slavery in
Egypt, given the laws of God, the c:’ry
of the great King

= time of ease and pr'ospem’ry
- Uzzuah J o‘rhqm




We are reading these clashing chapters (1-6)

1. There is fierce accusation, and
declaration of future judgment on the
actual present city

—e.g. 2:6-22 (see previous sermonh)

— Against Israel learning the ways of the
hations

2 There are ex’rravagan’r unreasona:
de’rermmed promlsesu.gbo(.rf ‘the fufure Cl’ry,



la. 3:1-15 Against the leaders of Israel

Judgment by removal of leaders
3:1,2 a list of those removed

3:4 the substitution of childis
leaders

3:5 chaos in society
3:6 no-one wants to be leader

C'harge They arec_m/-L _ "
— Words and ¢ -eeds, agamsr face




la. 3:1-15 against the leaders of Israel

Incompetent leaders
— v.12 - children, women oppress/rule
— v.12 guides who lead astray

the LORD as judge v.13. v.14

— Judges "people” and "elders and princes”
— Ruined vineyard
— Poor plundered
— People crushed
— Faces ground

Says LORD of hosts

e a social structure of corrup hon and oppressm_

_ Everyone exploits thewedk for financial gain.
{e g Soufh_/lfr/ca. 2)




la. 3:1-15 against the leaders of Israel

Reflection: on the "now” call v.10

— "tell the righteous it will be well
with them. For they will [eat]
the fruit of their deeds” B @

* Not all are corrupt and false

* The [remnant] are righteous =
right with God

» There is a future matchi
~ reward for ﬂmem

= its WO/"?"h pressmg on




la. 3:1-15 against the leaders of Israel

Reflection: on New Covenant
leadership

— The great Leader is Jesus O

— Called Shepherd, Overseer, Saviour,
Friend, Lord

— He gave up glory to serve by
suffering “let his mind be in you"
(Paul's IeT’rer to the Philippians)

— e.g. Paul - pos’rpones glory to s

" w

, - e.g. Timothy - "rare’ “takes a genuine
e interest in YGUP welfar'e not just
e interests" Phil 2:2




la. 3:1-15 against the daughter(s) of Zion

N.B. daughter of Zion = woman

N.B. daughter of Zion = citizens / population (1:8)

— List of attractive poses, the catwalk
« = LORD will bring sores removal of glory

— List of "accessories” cosmetics etc
« -—turned into refugee/ POWs

~ "Attraction of" turns into "scramble for":
breadwinner (= soldiers) , protector, = state of
shame

= the city as a des’n‘ru’re shamed, widow. CaTwalk
turns fo breadlme | .




2. Unreasonably generous firm decision for future city (4:2ff)
In that day [the beautiful thing will be]...
— Branch of the LORD (1 or many)
— Fruit of land
— Surviving people
« Adornment, glory, pride, beauty
— Holy, the LORD will wash

» Cleansed powerful spiritual fire

—~ LORD's new creation:
« God's presence (like exodus)

_ * Canopy = marriage chambe

« Shelter, safefy -

~ ‘rhe assembly of God (chqr'ch)




3. the question that remains ..

How do we get from judgment to this glorious city?

1. it's not hinging on merit of adequate performance

L1

e [} xx
— "unless the LORD had left us survivors we would have been ..." 1:9,
4:2
— "remnant by grace”
2. It IS hinging on the strong promises of God of future action .
— "T will" / "the branch will" / "those will“ / "The Lord wnll"
— he. fu’rure for them .. but some for us past, G2
— i.e. it is finished" "I have flmshed he work you gave me to.do
— Promises to depend on‘ _. -
_ 3. There's a lot about “fire!" -

- 1 25_melT away dr'oss 4 4 Wash _ by!flr'e
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