


Problem solving

roblem solving -now
— In a world Created by God

God who is Personal, Infinite, Moral
World with order

— World with relationship
How ’ro solve?




Problem solving

Problem solving - then ... Old Testament

— In a nation created and redeemed by God
* God who is Personal, Infinite, Moral

— Nation with right order (" justice”, "mishpat")

— Nation with relationship I.e. clearly stated pr'omlses and
comml’rmem“s from LORD God ( covenanT ) ey

— How to solve’

-e. 9 mllu'rar'y/ polmcal prob
- By par’rym 0
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Problem solving

Northern Kingdom
— Called Ephraim
— Or Israel

— Broke away from King
David, and temple and
adop’red idol worshnp

~ Lush farmmg
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Problem solving - but they reject LORD's word
They say "who is Isaiah talking
to?"

— Does he think he is talking to
babies?? (we're grown up!)

— His talk is simplistic ("do,do,do")
God says

— If you won 't listen when I talk
~you in our own langqu - o

- Then ’rhe orﬁy T‘alk you W|II ge’r is

Trust mel




Problem solving - rejection of God's word

N.B. incomprehensible language in the

New Testament | God says: | {
. . Trust mel
- 1 Corinthians 14
* God says
- The church is edified when people N

talk truth from God in a way that
people can understand

- The outsider becomes a worshipper
when ...

- BUT when the unbeliever hears
gobbledygook it is a sign to him [of

Big Que\j’Hgg m@&‘l szers




Problem solving in Jerusalem - planners and policies

- scoffers (at God) v.14

"we have entered a covenant with
ta [ death] " v.1

- [lie] refuge, hiding place v.15




Problem solving in Jerusalem - the stone

[God's precious problem solving method]

See I place a stone in Zion

— Tested stone, precious corner, sure
foundation

— Who tfrusts in him NOT put to shame
— "mishpat” is the measuring line ...

Who is he?

"see I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and I
. precious cornerstone, and the one Wh & .
trusts in him will never be ~'
fefenc b |

you have fasfea’ Thaf the Lord J.S' goc_,
you come to h/m fhe /Mt;j_;
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Problem solving in Jerusalem - the lie

[God's precious problem
solving method is the stone]

“Your refuge / lie will be
swept away" (28:17-21)
— God against Zion (28:




Problem solving - plans of the powerful are stupid

Even the simple peasant farmer
- knows what to plant
- 6od teaches him "mishpat” v.26

Evenfhe peasan farmer'




Problem solving - "Ariel” the ritualistic planner

WOE to Ariel (= Jerusalem v.8)
- //"altar hearth" they have lots of rituals (v.1)
- God send the attacker, make her a hearth v.2
BUT God will repel the attacker v.6

- Zion staggers (not wine)

- sleep ... blinded ... deaf |

_ she also canno’r hear' God s vonce"*‘*‘

- she talks the talk, bg hen heart s for away
_from God (k) %

because 1




Problem solving - "Ariel” the ritualistic planner

WOE to those who plan an
hide it from the LORD

- it's like a pot saying that the

potter has no knowledge
omans 9:20)




Problem solving - summary
The party animals of Ephraim
— Be trampled
" The priests and prophets
— Stupid with wine
— wouldn't hear - couldn't hear

The rulers of Jerusalem - covenant makers
— Their covenant with death
— 6od against them (strange work)
= N.B. even farmers lear‘né-be‘r’rer than ;‘rhem’
Ar'lel ~full of PITUG‘M P L e
- Sozzled by r'ellglon blmd deaf
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