


Reacting under stress

Where do we place our trust?
Where do we place our hope?
Where do we get our security?

What does that look like in the "nitty gritty”
of life? L e







Isaiah 30,32

1. Reaction to stress now: description of the
fault

Behaviour and its consequences

2. Perspective for the future: (long-term,
medium-term, NOT short-term "wait")

- VICTOI"Y for ‘rhe LORD




la. Reaction to stress now: description of the fault

Behaviour of leaders (30:1,2)

— Not any old leaders ... but leaders of the nation formed by the
grace, promise, power of LORD God who brought them out of
slavery in Egypt to be his people (= covenant)

— The stress: they are threatened by the aggressiVe power of
Assyria, and - despite LORD's promises - they turn to Egypt for
help |

- 36 4 "on what are you basing this confidence of yours. You say
- Fyou have sfrafe_qy and m///Tary sfrengfh bur yo_u-Spenk on/-

Wounds him If hy
and horsemen



1b. Reaction to stress: description of the fault now
30:1 Children ... obsTinaT_e/.rébellioUS-

31 1 Go down to Egyp‘r for' help 31: 1
_ Who ‘rr'us‘r in chariots that they are many
- And in horsemen that they are s‘rr'ong




1c. Reaction to stress now: description of the fault

[Behaviour of women (32:9ff)]
Specific rejection of "word" of God e.g. through the prophet
Isaiah
— 28:2 "childish”
— 29:10 eyes sealed, [mouths] gagged
— 29:11 it's all "double-dutch” (unreadable)
— 30:10,11 "stop felling us this stuff"
=5 specific reaction to God's words
=> God's words are in the Bibl

=> it's bad when. the chur'ch closes her ears fo ,_God s word
and clases her mourh from speakmg i o




1d. Reaction to stress: description of the fault now

Future outcome for non-listeners = failure
— "shame” v.3,356,5

* Nothing wonderful, glorious, noble
* ==> shame - moral and personal failure that all will see

— It doesn't even work!
 30:12 like a cracked and dangerous wall

* N.B. some wrong things do_\‘_ﬁ\'Nork"
- eg. the une‘rh|cc1|:;_fp"f=
- BUT itis only temporary

ey 5 useless v6 unprofl’rable in vain v.7, “do- no’rhmg




2a. Perspective for the future: victory for LORD
(long-term, medium-term, NOT necessarily short-term)

Key: we can't live life in the present without putting it in the
context of the long-term future

Objection: the "now" is alll Pleasure, pain, fleeting experience

Ans: thankfulness! - sugar - childbirth - addiction - reward
— Rich variety of several examples: -

—-30:23-26 rain, fruu’r ammals the mo:onwnll shine |Ik€ the
sun : o -

- 3145 fhewwunshueld [h.-s“pearsne]__f
31:8 Assyria will fall




2. Perspective for the future: victory for LORD (long-
term, medium-term, NOT necessarily short-term)

==>Victory for the LORD against his (and our ) enemies

» The world, the flesh, the devil. Be on the winning side!
==> Salvation for his city, land, people

» A place that makes it all worthwhile
o The reign of the [for ever] King

and God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over a// fhmgs
for' the church” Eph 1 22

Through the pour'lng out of the Splr'l‘r e ' L e
— The Spirit - the wise side of God, ‘the ('CY.I-vm A e
- — Jesus - the baptizer with ’rhe Splr'l‘r
" — The Spirt = the Perggg,gﬁﬁ:&gd; e
Finally 'rr'ansf.orming the whole environment

— And so wull _
s Chr'ls’rlan Hopei




2. Perspective for the future: victory for LORD (long-
term, medium-term, NOT necessarily short-term)

Particular promise about:

30:21 - you will have teachers, you will be able to hear

32:3 eyes unblinded, ears opened

(Theological term is "effectual call”)

i.e. God promises to solve the problem of deafness/blindness/hardness
e.g. blind, deaf, dumb | | |

— Jesus' miracles: ’rell John the b r'e:'ceglve su;_
walk, ... lepers cleansed .. . deaf hear, dead rai
news |s preached 1o the poor. Blessed is the one who does noT




3. Call to respond in the present

The reason he tells us all this is o produce a different attitude
in the present

—[30:1, 31:1 DO trust in the LORD]

— 30:15 in repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust
is your strength

— 30:18 the LORD waits to be gracious to you ... Blessed are all who
wait for him |

— 31:1 "Look to him"
— 31:9 return to him
=> faith: the key to security

=> faith in LORD: aff:fis'ocua+ed with the Splf‘lT ‘rhe key to
li

f =securl’r frun‘rfulness

hI.S' /ove mro ou hre d



3. Call to respond in the present

The reason he tells us all this is fo produce a
different attitude in the present

Start now to live as someone who trusts God!
Is this not the deep characteristic of our Christian

lives?
If it is not faith ... it is no’rhmg'
— Works ... faith

~ Hope ... from faith
~Love .. from fau‘rh
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