


What's Christianity all about?

its all about "faith”
— Faith is knowing enough about the trustworthiness of the
object that you are prepared to trust them
* When you can't see how it’s going to work out
* When you can't see how it will end up

Versus

— Rationalism = I will only trust when I can see the whole
explanation myself

— Mysticism = I will only Tkusf/
Skywalker) :

— Moralism = it is@b ufdo/ng The right mfua/s and keeping the

right rules
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The Assyrian threat - chapter 36

e vast Assyrian army have defeafed the ring
of fortified cities around Jerusalem ... (36:1) the
Assyr/an f/e/d—commander ( +2 + army) approaches



Chapter 37 - Hezekiah prays:

Hezekiah
— Goes to the temple, torn clothes = sad/serious = =
— Sends the 3 to Isaiah the prophet L5
* They are ridiculing the living God (v.4) 0 |
* Please pray for people left (v.4)! h
— ==> good reaction and spiritual perception (_\’V
Isaigh:

— Do not be afraid, he blasphemed me, I will send him back, T will
have him killed (v.7)

- Sennacherib
~ Gets dlver"red but sends a ’rhretTenlng le‘r’rer'

Hezekiah show the letter to LORD and prays
= you are enthroned! .. Ie‘r the «kmgdoms know that you are God"

i ﬂ»——
> good prayer!
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Chpater 38 - Hezekiah's illness (earlier? Or later?)

Hezekiah is about to die
(38:1)

Isaiah tells him to get
ready (v.1)

Hezekiah prays and
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Footnote (almost): the Babylonian fact-finders
Babylon - Merodach-Baladan

— Ancient irredeemable enemy, land far
away.

— "we're so please to hear of your
recovery" +gifts

H. shows off his gold (boastful,
foolish??)

_Iscuah asks wha‘r’ Wher'e9 (39 3 4)

. Th- r-;ﬁamily will become exi
' ”“Emd Fruuﬂess ' e




Some other things you should know ...

1. This city and this king has been the subject
of multiple previous promises and warnings
— God called Abraham ... through you will all the
hations be blessed
* + "he was looking forward to a city" Hebrews 11:10

— God founded a nation through Moses
» Blessings to the appreciative obedient nation
» Curses upon the disobedient nation

* Including warning of exile to a foreign coum‘ry
Deuteronomy_ 28: 64 |

" God founded Zion as the city

* David's ’rhr‘one for ever
. CITY of. hé?l’nas&for ever




Some other things you should know
2. This is a re-play of a
generation previously (Isaiah 7:2)
— King Ahaz (Hezekiah's father)
— Similar threat 7:2
— Same place 7.3
Told to trust in LORD (7:9)
— Offered asign (7:10)

- Warned that Assyma WOU/d-='=: .‘
poison not profecf/on ( 7 17)

ThIS Tlme r'ound"_f”"“"“'




Some other things you should know

3. This was a triumph of faith
— Against fear (threats)

— Against theological deception
"LORD told me")

— Against femptation (e. g Egyp’r S
offers of security) |




Some other things you should know ...

4. This was a failure of hope (?)

Hezekiah still ish't the Saviour

— "the virgin will conceive and bear a son and will
\ call him Immanuel” 7:2

— "a shoot from the stump of Jesse [= David's
father] the Spirit of the LORD will rest on
him” 11:1

- I Ts NOTHezek/ah . he sends his peop/e /m‘o |
. Exile |
~ The best eam‘h/y K/ng /5157‘//- -

» Even though.he defied death ..
permanenf/y .

temporarily, not -
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